- Health Issues

% CANCER
Leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma commonly referred to as Blood Cancers

of South Puget Sound

e 894,543 Americans are living with these forms of blood cancers

e Leukemia causes more deaths than any other cancer with children a
adults under 20. B

e As of 2004i Myeloma survival rate is 35%. In 2008L9,920 cases will bg
diagnosed with Myeloma in the U.S.

e |n 2007, 3,800 new cases of Myeloma arose in African Americans ant

accounted for 1,800 deaths. .because kids can't
fight cancer alone.

SOURCE: Leukemia & Lymphoma Society based upon Cancer Statistics Review
SEER {Surveillance, epidemiology, and End Results}, and National Cancer Institi
2008

Cancer Death Rate: Pierce County
e 198 per 100,000 residents (185.1 for WA state as whole).

Source: United Way Community Indicators based on Washington State Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics Death

AIDS x

e Estimated number of cases of AIDS as of 20(®.4 million worldwide- In U.S.
982,4983 Washington: 11,763.

e Pierce County2™ highest rate of incidence of AIDS in the state with 9% of all cases.

35% of the cases of HIV/AIDS in Pierce County are among people of color.
24% of the cases of AIDS in Pierce County are among young p@6#6 years of age
20% of the cases in Pierce County are women.

e 545,805 people with AIDS in the US have died. In Washington 5,180 or 44% of cases have
resulted in death. An average of 408 per year from 2002 to 2006.

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, WA State Dept of Health, Tacoma Pierce
County Health Department, and Pierce County AIDS Foundation.
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Child Birth & Pre  -Natal Care

In Pierce receive prenatal care their ba-
—~ County, the  bies gre" 3x as likely to have o~ Pug?[ FIp——
number of low birth weight andbx as
" mothers re- likely to die! )
ceiving no or late prenatal

SOURCE: United Way Pierce County
care hagnearly doubled Community Indicators based upon US -

. . Department of Health and Human Ser-
from 3 births per 100 in -
A
P

vices, Health Resources and Services
2003 to5.5 births per 100 in Administration ) Birth Certificate Data:

Getting Medical Care
17% of Adults in Pierce County do to well over 100,000 individu- Medicaid clients.

Washington State Department of
2006. When mothers do NOl Heaith, Center for Health Statistics
not have als being without

iAbout 1 i n Spurce gnifed WayPierce County

health insur- insurance. in Pierce County do Community Indicators citing Tacoma
. Pierce County Health Department

ance. Th's_ e 57% of those et have health 'PHIP 2006 Report, Community
makes quite without health NS Ur anc e Qyealth Care FAQ website -2008
an impact insurance ARE employed.
when there Dental Care: 300,000
are 740,957 Public Health Care Benefits for ~ people in Pierce County do & 2¢
people in i low-income doesnot guarantee not have dental insurance. JsS

' > o . care either.
Pierce _County # »A o v in pi Count SOURCE: Community Health
according to * Currently in Pierce County Care FAQs 2008
US Census Data. This translates there are only 6.4 Medicaid

physicians for every 1,000

Raining Cats & Dogs

We love our pets, but
in 2007,
friend had a tough
year. The Tacoma ¥
Humane Society han++
dled 15,842 lost/stray
dogs and cats. Now consider if sues
you were to examine all of

Pierce County, let alone adding, b) 1,590 for severe behav
Lewis, and Thurston Counties. ior or aggression issues

Of the 15,842 cats | g
™ and dogs 6,654 3 *} .
Y were euthanized: [ -

c¢) 673 Pit Bulls who
could not be placed in
rescue groups

—
d) 683 undeiaged
kittens for whom no
foster homes were
available.

serious medical is-

SOURCE: Tacoma Humane Society
2008 website
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GOING HUNGRY

In Pierce County food banks. An additional

More than 130,000
people seek Emergency Food Assis
t an cEAEGH MONTH.

vided by local hot meal sites.

il started to cry
strangers who had never witnessed
the bright smile of my son, donated

e 39% are children (under
19) and another 14% are

elderly (over 55) food so that
e 43% are families WITH at - Jennifer a recipient of a
least one adult who is CFC Charity

working
SOURCE: Emer-
During 2007, a total of 694,986 cli- 9ency Food Network
. . website (2008)
ents (duplicated count) received

7,310,089 meals at Pierce County

888,648 sidown meals were pro-

A 2006 study
found that in Western WA of

t t hat
a %hos'e Seeknld food (gl]lﬁ/ 4.55% uge

welfare as their main source of in-

WE coUCY®EAT. o

¢ 51% choose between food or
paying for heat

¢ 40% choose between food and

choose between food and rent

SOURCE: FishFoodBanks of Pierce
County

Losing Oneds Home
FORECLOSURE :Itis a scary of trustee
word that has become a lot more  sale) PER

ar in
of |

famil.i
tions

peopM@NITH oce o/F
ate. Youredbean d

turn on the TV and hear about it.  tween Janu-
ary and Au-

Here in Pierce County an aver- gust 2008.

age of 459 foreclosures (notice More than

530 were registered in

September 2008. This is

~ up nearly 300 a month
from the 188 avg in 2005.

. SOURCE: United Way Pierce
" County Community Indicators &
\ Pierce Co Auditor

Living Without a Home

Many Pierce County households
with children are finding them-
selves living without a home -
between July 2005 and June
2006 9,588 households with
children were turned away from
shelters and another 11,007 i
households with children were
turned away from homeless pre- increase (from 177 to
vention services in Pierce 342 ) in homeless children.
County. |  Tacoma School District re-
ported a 33% increase (from 769 to
School districts in Pierce County  1,019) in homeless children.
are witnessing increases in the | Bethel School District reported
number of homeless children a 32% increase (from 215 to 284 in

served. This includes 2,405 chil-
dren in the 2006 -2007 | _ 4
school year. Anin- "
crease of 25% from the
previous school year.

Clover Park School
District reported a 93%

e —

\ /4' g
_Na
v
- -

2006-07) in homeless children.
Franklin Pierce

§ School District reported
§ a 38% increase (from 95
in to 131 ) homeless chil-
dren served.

Source: UW Community Indi-
G cators including data from

Washington State Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
McKinney -Vento Homeless Data Collection
Report;Emergency Shelter Assistance Pro-
gram (ESAP) Client Data collected by the State
of Washington Department of Community
Trade and Economic Development.

Why You Are Needed
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